
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Pentwater Township Board 
 

Regular Meeting of September 14, 2016 
 

Members Present: Smith, Flynn, Holub, Ruggles* 
 
Members Absent:  Siska 
 
Others Present:  Keith Edwards-ZA, Terry Cluchey-PFD, Marilyn Cluchey, Jerry & 
Sheryl Wygant, Anne Hardy, Paula DeGregorio, Tony Monton, Sandy Clarke, 
Andy Todd 
 
Call to Order:  Supervisor Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and 
led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Review & Action:  Meeting Agenda – The agenda was approved by 
unanimous consent. 
 
Review & Action:  Minutes of Regular Meeting of August 10, 2016 – The 
Minutes of the regular Meeting of August 10, 2016 were approved as submitted 
by unanimous consent. 
 
Public Comments on Agenda Items –  
 
Supervisor’s Report – 
 

a. Review & Action:  Letter of Appreciation for Township Employee 
– Supervisor Smith referred members to a communication from John and 
Cathy Tomczak regarding their appreciation for the work of Bob Miller, the 
Township Transfer Station attendant.   It was the consensus of the Board 
to give him a copy of the letter and to place the original in Mr. Miller’s 
personnel file. 

b. Barking Dog Case – Supervisor Smith stated that the barking dog case  
          had been settled with a “no contest” plea and a $100 fine. 

c. Exchange of Property with the Village – Supervisor Smith stated  

       that the exchange of parcels of property with the Village of Pentwater  

          had been completed. 

Clerk’s Report – The Clerk stated requests for absentee ballot applications is 

          running high.  He said that the last day to register to vote in the  



 

          November election is Tuesday, October 11th. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – The Treasurer’s report was received and  
         filed.   
 
Staff Reports 
 
     a. Zoning Administrator – Mr. Edwards presented his report for the month 

of August.  He stated that the Planning Commission had met in August 
and reviewed the camping issue and would be meeting again in October. 

      
     b.  Assessor’s Report – The Assessor’s report was received and filed. 
 

c.  Cemetery Sexton – No Report 
 

d. Transfer Site Attendant – No Report 
 

Committee/Department Reports 
 

a. Planning Commission – No Report 
b. Cemetery Advisory Committee – Mr. Holub stated that the Committee 

had met in a special meeting the previous day and reviewed bids for the 
proposed respite area at the Cemetery.  He said that the Committee’s 
recommendation for acceptance of a bid was on the Board’s agenda 
under New Business. 

c. Fire Department – The Fire Department report was received and filed. 
     d.  Library – The Library report was received and filed. 

e.  Pentwater Lake Improvement Board – No Report 
f.   Road Committee – No Report 

 
Review & Action:  Invoices 
 

a. Township - A motion was made by Holub and seconded by Flynn                        
that the Township bills in the amount of $8,751.98 be approved as 
submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

b. Cemetery – A motion was made by Flynn and seconded by Holub           
that the Cemetery bills in the amount of $5,489.58 be approved as 
submitted.   The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote.  

c. Fire Department – A motion was made by Flynn and seconded 
by Smith that Fire Department bills in the amount of $6,725.58                 
be approved as submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll 
call vote. 
 

* Mr. Ruggles entered the meeting at 7:26 p.m. 



 

 
Old Business –  
 

a. Review & Action:  Adoption of a Township Purchasing Policy –  
Supervisor Smith referred members to a draft of a proposed Purchasing 
Policy for the Township.  Members entered into general discussion.  Mr. 
Ruggles questioned Subsection C. under “General Purchasing Policies.”  
He suggested that the Supervisor and Clerk or Treasurer could approve an 
expenditure up to $2,000 instead of the Supervisor, Clerk and Treasurer 
as proposed.   Mr. Ruggles concern centered on the fact that, as 
proposed, three Board members would constitute a quorum.  After further 
discussion a motion was made by Smith and seconded by Ruggles to table 
action on the Purchasing Policy and refer it to the Township Attorney for 
review and comment.  The motion was unanimously approved by voice 
vote. 

 
New Business – 
 

a. Review & Action:  Request from Oceana County EDC to Include 
Survey in Winter Tax Bill – Mr. Smith introduced Anne Hardy, Oceana 
County EDC Director.  Ms. Hardy stated that the EDC was soliciting the 
Township’s permission to include a one-page survey in with the winter 
tax bills.  She said that the intent of the survey was to determine current 
use of internet services throughout the County.  She said that the results 
would assist the Township in determining areas where there is no 
internet service currently.  Members entered into general discussion and 
cited the fact that the Township currently does not have a policy 
regarding placing mailings in with the tax bills and that approving the 
EDC’s request would set a precedent for future requests.  Following 
questions of Ms. Hardy and further discussion, a motion was made by 
Holub and seconded by Ruggles to disapprove the request by the Oceana 
County EDC to insert its survey in the Township’s winter tax bill and 
further, to develop a specific Township policy regarding the issue.  The 
motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote.  

 
b.  Review & Action:  Extension of Agreement with Gabridge & Co. 
     for Annual Audit Services for FY 2017 and FY 2018 – Mr. Holub 
     stated that when the Township solicited proposals earlier this year, it was 
     the intent to award a one-year contract with the selected firm with the 
     option to extend the contract for an additional two years.  He said that 
     the Staff of the Township was very pleased with the services of Gabridge 
     & Co., which was selected by the Township for its FY 2016 audit.  He 
     referred members to a letter of engagement with Gabridge & Co. to 
     extend its services for the next two years.  After brief discussion, a 



 

     motion was made by Smith and seconded by Flynn to authorize the 
     Township Supervisor to execute an extension of a contract with Gabridge 
     & Co. for Township audit services for FY’s 2017 and 2018.  The motion 
     was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 
      c.  Review & Action:  Award of Bid for the Development of a  
           Respite Area in the Cemetery – Mr. Holub stated that two bids were  
           received as a result of the Township’s solicitation of bids for the proposed 

     development of a respite area in the Cemetery.  He said that the  
     Cemetery Advisory Committee had met the previous day in a special  
     meeting to review the bids and recommend acceptance of a bid to the  
     Township Board.   Mr. Holub stated that the two bidders were Sunshine’s  
     Outdoor Services with a bid of $45,500 and Larsen’s Landscaping with a  
     bid of $61,391.  He stated that both bids exceeded the budgeted amount  
     for the project, while the most costly item in the project was the  
     purchase and installation of the pergola/trellis.   
 
     He referred members to the Minutes of the Cemetery Advisory  
     Committee meeting.  He said that the Committee spent a considerable  
     amount of time evaluating the bids.  It was their recommendation that  
     the Township Board accept the bid of Sunshine’s Outdoor Services LLC  
     with the exception of Item No. 3 on their bid, “Trellis & Foundations.”   
     He said that deleting this item would reduce their bid by some $19,500  
     for a total of $26,000.  Mr. Holub stated that he had contacted a  
     representative from Sunshine’s earlier in the day regarding eliminating  
     Item No. 3.  He said that the company foresaw no problem in eliminating  
     the subject item and that the company could construct a wooden pergola  
     significantly less than the proposed metal.  Mr. Holub stated that a  
     decision regarding the addition of site constructed pergola could be  
     postponed until next spring when the project is nearing completion.  
     There was some discussion and a motion was made by Flynn and  
     seconded by Holub to accept the bid of Sunshine’s Outdoor Services LLC  
     minus Item No. 3 for the development of a respite area in Section 20 of  
     the Pentwater Township Cemetery.  The motion was unanimously  
     approved by roll call vote. 
 
d. Review & Action:  Renewal of a Contract with Summit Township  

          for Recycling Services - Mr. Smith referred members to a proposed  
          contract with Summit Township for recycling services for the coming year  
          beginning on November 1, 2016 and ending on March 31, 2017.  He said  
          that the contract is essentially a renewal of last years’ agreement while  
          the payment amount of $400 is also the same. He said that over 50  
          Pentwater Township residents took advantage of the recycling  
          opportunity last year.  Mr. Smith stated that the contract will be  



 

          forwarded to Summit Township for action at its meeting in October.  A  
          motion was made by Smith and seconded by Flynn to approve a contract  
          with Summit Township in the amount of $400 for recycling services for  
          2016-17.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

 
Public Comments –  
 
Mr. Tony Monton, 5372 Lakeview Drive, inquired about the status of the 
improvement of Lakeview Drive.  Mr. Smith stated that he had received the final 
cost figures from the engineer and what items that the Oceana County Road 
Commission could undertake in-house. 
 
Mr. Jerry Wygant, 8498 North Business 31, stated that he had presented a 
petition to the Oceana County Road Commission at its meeting earlier in the day 
regarding Old Bass Lake Road. 
 
Other Items from Members – None 
 
Adjournment – A motion was made by Ruggles and seconded by Flynn                  
to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  The motion was unanimously approved by 
voice vote. 
 
Next Meeting – The next regular meeting of the Pentwater Township Board of 
Trustees will be on Wednesday, October 12, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________   _____________________ 
Dean Holub, Clerk      Date 
Pentwater Township 
 
 
 
 
 


