
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Pentwater Township Board 
 

Regular Meeting of May 11, 2016 
 

Members Present: Smith, Flynn, Holub 
 
Members Absent:  Ruggles, Siska 
 
Others Present:  Terry Cluchey-PFD, John & Mary Barker, Paula DeGregorio, 
Keith Edwards-ZA, Roy Strait, Jerry Kroll, Lori Green, Marilyn Cluchey 
 
Call to Order:  Supervisor Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and 
led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Review & Action:  Meeting Agenda – The agenda was approved as amended 
by adding Item b. under the Supervisor’s Report by unanimous consent. 
 
Review & Action:  Minutes of Regular Meeting of April 13, 2016 – The 
Minutes of the regular Meeting of April 13, 2016 were approved as submitted by 
unanimous consent. 
 
Public Comments on Agenda Items –  
 
Ms. Lori Green, a candidate for the Oceana County Drain Commissioner position, 
addressed the Board and stated that the primary reason for her seeking the 
Drain Commissioner is that drains need maintenance and “how” maintenance 
gets done is significant.   She said that she is a private property rights activist 
and that all impacted parties will be notified well in advance of any proposed 
drain activities.  She stated that it is her intent to make the Drain Commission 
office a part-time operation if elected. 
 
Mr. Roy Strait, introduced himself and stated that he is running for the Oceana 
County Sheriff.  He said that he is currently employed by the Sheriff’s 
Department and has a long history in the law enforcement business.  He said 
that if he is elected, he will try to focus on programs for juveniles. 
 
Mr. Jerry Kroll, introduced himself and said that he is running for the Oceana 
County Drain Commissioner.  He said that he has a website and encouraged 
people to visit the site for his platform for the position. 
 



 

Mr. John Barker stated that he is running for the Pentwater Township Clerk 
position.  He said that he intends to run a low key campaign and will likely be 
going door-to-door and talking to electors.  He stated that he was a former 
township supervisor. 
 
Supervisor’s Report – 
  

a.  Review & Action:  Notice of Eight Foreclosed Properties in 
Pentwater Township from Oceana County Treasurer – Supervisor 
Smith referred members to a communication from the Oceana County 
Treasurer regarding several properties in the Township that have been 
foreclosed on.  He said that the local unit of government is given first right 
of refusal to acquire the property(ies) for back taxes.  Mr. Smith stated 
that all of the properties were scattered within the Pentwater Beach 
Addition plat and that none of the subject properties would be of any 
value to the Township.  After discussion, a motion was made by Holub          
and seconded by Flynn to waive our first right of refusal to all parcels that 
were foreclosed on March 31, 2016.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 

 
b. Review & Action:  Request from Summit Township to Install a 

Street Light at Oceana Drive and Pere Marquette Highway – 
Supervisor Smith stated that he had received an email from the Summit 
Township regarding its interest in installing a street light at the 
intersection of Oceana Drive and Pere Marquette Highway.  He said that 
the intersection is on the line between the two Townships.  Mr. Smith 
read the estimated costs for installation and monthly operation for a 100 
watt HPS versus a 54 watt LED.  He stated that the Townships would 
share the cost of installation and operation.   During discussion the 
members expressed preference for the LED option.   A motion was 
subsequently made by Smith and seconded by Holub to approve the 
request from Summit Township to install a street light at the intersection 
of Pere Marquette Highway and Oceana Drive and to share the cost of 
installation and operation.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll 
call vote. 

 
Clerk’s Report – No Report 
 
Treasurer’s Report – The Treasurer’s report was received and filed.   
 
Staff Reports 
 

a. Zoning Administrator – Mr. Edwards presented his report for the 
month of April.   



 

      
     b.  Assessor’s Report – The Assessor’s report was received and filed. 
 

c.  Cemetery Sexton – No Report 
 

d. Transfer Site Attendant – No Report 
 

Committee/Department Reports 
 

a. Planning Commission – Mr. Edwards stated that the Planning 
Commission held its required public hearing on the draft 2016 Master Plan 
Update on April 12th.  He stated that the only comments received were 
from the Village of Pentwater requesting inclusion of language regarding 
recognition of the recent approval of an update to its Wellhead Protection 
Plan.  Mr. Edwards said that the Planning Commission approved the 
requested addition and is now forwarding the final draft plan including the 
subject revision to the Board for its respective review and acceptance.   
He stated that the Planning Commission will consider final adoption of the 
Plan Update at its next meeting on June 14th.   Following discussion, a 
motion was made by Holub and seconded by Flynn to accept the 2016 
Pentwater Township Master Plan Update as revised.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

b. Cemetery Advisory Committee – Chairman Barker stated that the 
Committee had met on April 27th and discussed various design options for 
the development of a respite area in Block 20 of the Cemetery.  He said 
that the Committee also reviewed a draft brochure for marketing 
commemorative pavers/bricks for the scatter garden that was recently 
installed last year.  In concluding, Mr. Barker stated that he had been 
elected Chairman at the meeting. 

c.  Fire Department – Chief Cluchey expressed concern for public safety  
    regarding the high water levels and the wave action over the pier.  He said  
    that individuals may be attracted to walking out on the pier when the  
    water/waves are washing across the pier and could be swept into the  
    channel.  He said that other than placing barricades at the base of the  
    pier, law enforcement cannot restrict access to the pier. 

     d.  Library – The Library report was received and filed. 
e.  Pentwater Lake Improvement Board – No Report 
f.   Road Committee – No Report 

 
Review & Action:  Invoices 
 

a. Township - A motion was made by Holub and seconded by Flynn                    
that the Township bills in the amount of $4,519.17 be approved as 
submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 



 

b. Cemetery – A motion was made by Flynn and seconded by Smith            
that the Cemetery bills in the amount of $1,642.93 be approved as 
submitted.   The motion was approved by roll call vote.  

c. Fire Department – A motion was made by Flynn and seconded 
by Holub that Fire Department bills in the amount of $19,269.38                 
be approved as submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll 
call vote. 

 
Old Business - None 
 
New Business – 
 

a. Review & Action:  Proposal for Well Improvements at the 
Cemetery from Oceana Irrigation, Inc. – Mr. Holub stated that he 
had received a proposal for well improvements at the Cemetery from Mr. 
Mark Butcher at Oceana Irrigation, Inc.  He said that Mr. Butcher 
annually services the irrigation system in the spring and fall.  He stated 
that Mr. Butcher was suggesting an increase in the pressure for the new 
well via a booster pump, replacement of an incorrect backflow preventer, 
and the installation of a remote control feature to reduce labor costs for 
the life of the system.  After discussion, a motion was made by Smith and 
seconded by Flynn to approve the proposal from Oceana Irrigation, Inc. 
in the amount of $2,888.00 for improvements to the newest well at the 
Cemetery.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

b. Review & Action:  Designation of Zoning 
Administrator/Ordinance Enforcement Officer as “Code Official” 
Pursuant to the 2009 International Property Maintenance Code 
– Supervisor Smith referred members to a memorandum from Zoning 
Administrator/Ordinance Enforcement Officer Keith Edwards regarding 
the need to designate someone from the Township as the “Code Official” 
pursuant to the 2009 International Property Maintenance Code of which 
certain sections were adopted by reference by the Board last year.  Mr. 
Edwards said that the subject Code refers to a “Code Official” as the 
enforcer of the various provisions.   During discussion, it was pointed out 
that Mr. Edwards would be the logical choice as the Code Official.   A 
motion was made by Holub and seconded by Smith to designate the 
Zoning Administrator/Ordinance Enforcement Officer as the “Code 
Official” for purposes of enforcement of the International Property 
Maintenance Code, as adopted by the Township Board pursuant to 
Ordinance No. 15-1.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll call 
vote. 

c. Review & Action:  Proposed Amendment to Ordinance No. 15-1 
Regarding Adoption of Section 302.1, Entitled “Sanitation” of 
the 2009 International Property Maintenance Code by Reference 



 

– Supervisor Smith again referred members to Mr. Edwards’ 
memorandum regarding his recommendation that the Board consider 
adopting Section 302.1, entitled “Sanitation” of the 2009 International 
Property Maintenance Code.  Mr. Edwards stated that adopting this 
section of the Code will help him address general exterior cleanliness and 
sanitary conditions.  In addition, this Section will also allow him to work 
with occupants, i.e., relatives or renters of a property, rather than just 
the property owner in enforcement of the Code.  It was mentioned that 
the Ordinance will not take effect for thirty days following publication. 
Following discussion, a motion was made by Smith and seconded by 
Holub to adopt Ordinance No. 16-1 to adopt by reference Section 302.1 
of the 2009 International Property Maintenance Code.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by  

     roll call vote. 
 
Public Comments - None 
 
Other Items from Members – None 
 
Adjournment – A motion was made by Flynn and seconded by Holub               
to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  The motion was unanimously approved by 
voice vote. 
 
Next Meeting – The next regular meeting of the Pentwater Township Board of 
Trustees will be on Wednesday, June 8, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________   _____________________ 
Dean Holub, Clerk      Date 
Pentwater Township 
 
 
 


