
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Pentwater Township Board 
 

Regular Meeting of June 10, 2015 
 

Members Present:  Siska, Smith, Holub, Ruggles* 
 
Members Absent:  Flynn 
 
Others Present:  Paula DeGregorio, Terry Cluchey-PFD, Dave Spitler 
 
Call to Order:  Supervisor Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and 
led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Review & Action:  Meeting Agenda – The agenda was approved by 
unanimous consent as amended by removing Item XV. c. “Request from Mark 
Nordstsrom to Abandon a Portion of Perry Avenue” and replacing it with a new 
Item XV. c. “Gilbert Anderson Estate Property, 5785 & 5795 Longbridge Road.”   
  
Review & Action:  Minutes of Regular Meeting of May 13, 2015 – The 
Minutes of the Meeting of May 13, 2015 were approved as submitted by 
unanimous consent. 
 
Review & Action:  Minutes of Special Meeting of May 27, 2015 – The 
Minutes of the Meeting of May 27, 2015 were approved as submitted by 
unanimous consent. 
 
Supervisor’s Report 
   

a. Review & Action:  Zoning Administrator & Ordinance 
Enforcement Officer Job Description -  Supervisor Smith referred 
members to a proposed job description for the Zoning Administrator & 
Ordinance Enforcement Officer position.  He stated that a job description 
had never been prepared and that since the position was currently vacant, 
it was an opportune time to establish duties and responsibilities for the 
zoning administrator position.  After discussion, a motion was made by                               

     Smith and seconded by Siska to adopt the proposed job    
     description for the Zoning Administrator & Ordinance Enforcement Officer.   
     The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote.     

 
b. Review & Discussion:  Communication from Mason-Oceana 911 – 

Supervisor Smith distributed copies of a letter and attachments dated May 



 

29, 2015 from Mason-Oceana 911 regarding an annual report that was 
promised during the 2014 campaign to increase its millage on the August 
ballot.  The letter indicates that staff from Mason-Oceana 911 will be 
attending a future Township Board meeting to provide an overview of the 
report and emergency management issues. 

 
c.  Communication Re:  Litter Near the Fishing Deck:  Supervisor Smith 

stated that he had received a letter from an interested citizen regarding 
litter near the fishing deck.  He stated that while there are a couple of 
litter containers on the bridge, a trash container is needed on the fishing 
deck itself.  He said that he had contacted the Transfer Station Attendant 
who would be monitoring the situation on a regular basis. 

 
Clerk’s Report – None 
 
Treasurer’s Report – The Treasurer’s report was received and filed.   
 
Staff Reports 
 
     a.  Zoning Administrator – No Report 
      
     b.  Assessor’s Report – The Assessor’s report was received and filed. 
 

c.  Cemetery Sexton – No Report 
 

d. Transfer Site Attendant – The Transfer Site Attendant’s report was 
received and filed.  

 
Committee/Department Reports 
 

a. Planning Commission – No Report 
b. Cemetery Advisory Committee – No Report 
c. Fire Department – No Report 

     d.  Library – The Library report was received and filed. 
e.  Pentwater Lake Improvement Board – No Report 
f.   Road Committee – No Report 

 
 
Review & Action:  Invoices 
 

a. Township - A motion was made by Siska and seconded by Smith                       
that the Township bills in the amount of $10,949.44 be approved as 
submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 



 

b. Cemetery – A motion was made by Siska and seconded by Holub          
that the Cemetery bills in the amount of $4,371.43 be approved as 
submitted.   The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote.   

c. Fire Department – A motion was made by Holub and seconded 
by Smith that Fire Department bills in the amount of $5,633.45 be 
approved as submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll 
call vote. 

 
Old Business - None 
 
New Business – 
 
a.  Review & Action:  Adoption of Township FOIA Procedures & 
Guidelines – Mr. Holub referred members to a communication from Mark 
Nettleton, Township Attorney, regarding recent amendments to the Michigan 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  He said that the subject amendments 
requires a unit of government to establish certain FOIA procedures and 
guidelines to assist the public in understanding how to submit a proper FOIA 
request and how public bodies compute the fees that may be charged for 
responding to a FOIA request.  He referred members to a packet of manuals and 
forms that were prepared for the Township with the assistance of the Michigan 
Township Association (MTA).  He stated that the FOIA packet must be adopted 
by units of government no later than July 1, 2015, pursuant to the effect of the 
legislation.  Mr. Holub also stated that the amendment also requires the 
Township to post the procedures and guidelines and the summary document on 
its website.  In answer to a question, he said that the materials do not replace 
the Township’s policy that was adopted previously. 
 
After discussion, a motion was made by Holub and seconded by Smith                               
to adopt the following documents for Pentwater Township:  “FOIA Procedures & 
Guidelines”;  “Public Summary of FOIA Procedures & Guidelines”;  “FOIA Request 
for Public Records”;  “Notice to Extend Response Time for FOIA Request”;  
“Notice of Denial of FOIA Request”;  “FOIA Appeal Form – To Appeal a Denial of 
Records”;  “FOIA Appeal Form – To Appeal an Excess Fee”;  and the “Freedom of 
Information Act Request Detailed Cost Itemization.”   The motion was 
unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
 
b.  Review & Action:  Consideration of Option to Acquire Certain Parcels 
of Land in Pentwater Township Foreclosed to the Oceana County 
Treasurer – Supervisor Smith referred members to a communication from 
Sheila Gowell, County Treasurer, regarding the option of the Township to acquire 
three parcels of land in Pythian Addition to Pythian Park Subdivision pursuant to 
the Michigan Tax Reversion Law.  He stated that the subject properties were not 



 

contiguous to parcels currently owned by the Township in the subject plat.  He 
also stated that the cost of purchasing the foreclosed properties totaled over 
$3,000.  After discussion, a motion was made by Smith and seconded by Siska      
to “waive” the Township’s right to acquire the following parcels:  001-614-011-
00, 001-620-004-00, and 001-623-015-00 pursuant to P.A. 123 of 1999.  The 
motion was unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
* Pat Ruggles entered the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 
 
c.   Review & Action:  Gilbert Anderson Estate Property, 5785 & 5795 
Longbridge Road – Supervisor Smith distributed a copy of a letter received on 
Tuesday, June 9, 2015 from Mr. David Jaunese, the attorney for the Gilbert 
Anderson Estate.  He said the Township had previously expressed interest in 
purchasing the subject property.  He stated that there are three interested 
parties in acquiring the property and that if we are still interested that the 
Township must submit an offer of at least $45,000 and no later than June 22, 
2015.  He said that following the deadline, the attorney will contact the 
interested parties and advise them of the highest offer and allow them to 
increase their respective offer until only one bid remained.  During discussion, 
members reiterated the Township’s interest in acquiring the property, but 
indicated that a public entity must solicit an appraisal prior to making a final 
offer.   
 
There was discussion that it was unlikely that an appraisal could be completed 
prior to the June 22nd deadline.  After further discussion, a motion was made by 
Siska and seconded by Holub to authorize the Supervisor: to request an appraisal 
for the Gilbert Anderson Estate property;  submit a minimum offer of $45,000 for 
the properties prior to the June 22, 2015 deadline without an appraisal; and, to 
submit subsequent offers not exceeding the appraisal amount.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 
Public Comments – 
 
Paula DeGregorio, 7146 Crescent, inquired about tax reverted properties and if 
units of government pay property taxes. 
 
Terry Cluchey, 6690 Ridge Road, stated that some of the new trees planted last 
year in the cemetery were not doing well. 
 
Dave Spitler, 6121 Wayne Road, complimented the Township for the 
improvements to Wayne Road. 
 
 
 



 

Other Items from Members – None 
 
Adjournment – A motion was made by Holub and seconded by Siska               
to adjourn the meeting at 7:39 p.m.  The motion was unanimously approved by 
voice vote. 
 
Next Meeting – The next regular meeting of the Pentwater Township Board of 
Trustees will be on Wednesday, July 8, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________   _____________________ 
Dean Holub, Clerk      Date 
Pentwater Township 
 
 


