
 

 

MINUTES 
 
 

Pentwater Township Board 
 

Regular Meeting of December 9, 2015 
 

Members Present:  Siska, Smith, Holub, Ruggles, Flynn 
 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Others Present:  Terry Cluchey-PFD, Gay Lynne Liebertz, Paula Ellis, Keith 
Edwards-ZA, Mary Stiphany, Rhodes & Lisa Baker, Paula DeGregorio, Amy 
LaBarge, Ron Beeber, Adrianne Slaymaker, Jean Henk, Rebecca Nicholson, Norm 
Shotwell, Dave Roseman, Pete Lundborg, Judith DeMichele, Carolyn Augustine, 
John & Mary Barker, Dean Gustafson, Dave Spitler 
 
Call to Order:  Supervisor Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and 
led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Review & Action:  Meeting Agenda – The agenda was approved by 
unanimous consent. 
 
Review & Action:  Minutes of Special Meeting of November 5, 2015 – 
The Minutes of the special Meeting of November 5, 2015 were approved as 
submitted by unanimous consent. 
  
Review & Action:  Minutes of Regular Meeting of November 12, 2015 – 
The Minutes of the regular Meeting of November 12, 2015 were approved as 
submitted by unanimous consent. 
 
Public Comments on Agenda Items 
 
Dave Roseman, 4629 Ridge Road, stated that Cedar Point Park is not maintained 
and is unattended.  He said that Oceana County has 25 miles of Lake Michigan 
shoreline, while approximately 4.25 miles or 16% are publicly owned.  He 
concluded his remarks by saying that he is opposed to the proposed expansion 
of Cedar Point Park. 
 
Rhodes Baker, 4921 Sand Hill Drive, stated that he is opposed to the proposed 
purchase of the Poole property to expand Cedar Point Park.  He said that the 
property will soon come “uncapped” while the respective taxing units cannot 
afford to lose income from the subject property if it becomes public. 
 



 

 

Norm Shotwell, 474 First Street, stated the existing Cedar Point Park is 
underutilized.  He is opposed to the proposed expansion and that the tax base 
should be protected. 
 
Adrianne Slaymaker, 4677 Lakeshore, stated that there have been problems at 
the Cedar Point Park, including underage drinking. 
 
Ron Beeber, 605 6th Street, stated that law enforcement agencies should be 
contacted regarding the number of complaint reports/calls regarding Cedar Point 
Park.  He said that he could not find any mention of the need for additional park 
land along the Lake Michigan shoreline in any recreation plan. 
 
Mary Stiphany, 5389 Ridge Road, stated that people have camped on the Cedar 
Point Park property.  She said that she is opposed to the proposed expansion of 
the park. 
 
Pete Lundborg stated that the proposed expansion of Cedar Point Park is an 
opportunity to acquire more land along the Lake Michigan shoreline.  He said 
that more and more people will continue to utilize the park.  He stated that the 
acquisition of additional land along Lake Michigan has been on the Oceana 
County Parks and Recreation Commission’s agenda since 1979. 
 
Supervisor’s Report – Supervisor Smith reminded members that the Board of 
Review would be meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, December 15, 2015. 
 
Clerk’s Report – No report 
 
Treasurer’s Report – The Treasurer stated that winter tax bills had been sent 
out on November 30, 2015.   The Treasurer’s report was received and filed.   
 
Staff Reports 
 

a. Zoning Administrator – Mr. Edwards stated that the Planning 
Commission had completed a draft of the Master Plan Update and that it 
would be presented to the Board at its January meeting for review and 
action to initiate a 63 day review period for adjacent municipalities.  He 
said that a Zoning Board of Appeals meeting was conducted in November.  
He concluded his remarks by listing zoning permits issued during 
November. 

      
     b.  Assessor’s Report – The Assessor’s report was received and filed. 
 

c.  Cemetery Sexton – No Report 
 



 

 

d. Transfer Site Attendant – No Report 
 

Committee/Department Reports 
 

a. Planning Commission – Ms. DeGregorio reported that the Planning 
Commission had met the previous evening.  She stated that she and the 
Zoning Administrator would be drafting a set of Bylaws for the Planning 
Commission, as well as a review of potential amendments to the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

b. Cemetery Advisory Committee – Mr. Holub reported that the two 
projects at the Cemetery were nearly complete.  He said that the 
contractor had encountered a small problem and delay in completing the 
scatter garden project; however it was his intent to finish the project as 
soon as possible.    
 
He referred members to a resignation letter from Mr. Jim Ege.  A motion 
was made by Holub and seconded by Siska to accept Mr. Ege’s resignation 
letter and further that a letter of recognition for his years of service on the 
Cemetery Advisory Committee, particularly for his work on the expansion 
of the Cemetery.  The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote. 

c. Fire Department – Chief Cluchey reported that the Department had 
responded to one fire call.  He stated that calls were higher in 2015 than 
the previous year. 

     d.  Library – The Library report was received and filed. 
e.  Pentwater Lake Improvement Board – No Report 
f.   Road Committee – No Report 

 
Review & Action:  Invoices 
 

a. Township - A motion was made by Siska and seconded by Flynn                      
that the Township bills in the amount of $6,948.81 be approved as 
submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

b. Cemetery – A motion was made by Holub and seconded by Smith        
that the Cemetery bills in the amount of $3,821.84 be approved as 
submitted.   The motion was approved by roll call vote with one 
abstention.  

c. Fire Department – A motion was made by Siska and seconded 
by Ruggles that Fire Department bills in the amount of $6,736.66                 
be approved as submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll 
call vote. 

 
Old Business - None 
 
New Business – 



 

 

 
Review and Action:  Resolution No. 15-15 Regarding the Proposed 
Expansion of Cedar Point Park in Section 33 of Pentwater Township – 
Supervisor Smith stated that as a result of discussion at a recent Oceana County 
Board of Commissioner’s meeting regarding its Parks and Recreation 
Commission’s request for authorization to initiate a grant request for acquisition 
of a parcel of land known as the “Poole Trust” property consisting of some 27 
acres in Section 33 of the Township for the expansion of Cedar Point Park, the 
County Board had tabled action on the subject request until Golden and 
Pentwater Township Boards’ respectively could review and comment on the 
proposal.  He said that he had attended the Golden Township Board meeting the 
previous evening and that it had approved action in support of researching the 
proposed expansion of Cedar Point Park.  
 
Mr. Smith then referred members to a proposed resolution regarding the same 
for consideration by the Pentwater Township Board.   There was general 
discussion regarding the proposal.  In general, members agreed that the County 
should focus on the management, development and maintenance of the existing 
park property before acquiring more land.  After further discussion, a motion was 
made by Smith and seconded by Ruggles to approve Resolution No. 15-15 as 
proposed to oppose the acquisition of any additional property adjacent to the 
Cedar Point Park until Oceana County makes a serious financial commitment to 
the specific development, operation and management of an expanded Cedar 
Point Park.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 
Review and Action:  Resolution No. 15-16 Regarding Acceptance of a 
Parcel of Land from MK Investment, LLC in Section 11 of Pentwater 
Township Adjacent to the Pentwater Township Cemetery – Supervisor 
Smith referred members to a communication from Mr. John Martin representing 
MK Investment LLC regarding its offer to give the Township a parcel of land 
(Parcel No. 001-011-400-13) consisting of some 17 acres in Section 11 adjacent 
to the east side of the Pentwater Township Cemetery.  He said that much of the 
subject parcel is wetland, while there is a small area of open water.  Mr. Smith 
stated that while the parcel is not valuable for cemetery expansion, it could be 
an asset if the Bass Lake road non-motorized trail is implemented.  He said that 
the trail would traverse the western side of the parcel, while rest 
areas/observation decks could be constructed overlooking the wetland areas. 
 
Following general discussion, a motion was made by Smith and seconded by 
Holub to approve Resolution No. 15-16 to accept the offer from MK Investment 
LLC to donate parcel No. 64-001-011-400-03 to the Township without 
compensation.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 



 

 

Review and Action:  Acquisition of Additional Land Adjoining the 
Township Transfer Station in Section 30 of Weare Township – Supervisor 
Smith referred members to several documents regarding the acquisition of some 
11.3 acres of land in Section 30 of Weare Township adjacent to the Township 
Transfer Station pursuant to previous review and action by the Township Board.  
Mr. Smith stated that approval of the documents will consummate the subject 
acquisition process of the parcel from Dearborn Land Investment, LLC.  After 
discussion, a motion was made by Smith and seconded by Flynn to (1) approve, 
ratify and confirm that certain exchange of property previously approved by the 
Pentwater Township Board on October 14, 2015;  (2) approve the Real Estate 
Purchase and Exchange Agreement, the Restrictions Agreement, and the 
Easement Agreement between the Township and Dearborn Land Investment, 
LLC in the form on file with the Township;  and (3) authorize and direct the 
Township Supervisor and Clerk to execute and deliver any and all documents 
including but not limited to, the Real Estate Purchase and Exchange Agreement, 
Restrictions Agreement and the Easement Agreement, necessary to effectuate 
the transactions set forth in the Real Estate Purchase and Exchange Agreement, 
Restrictions Agreement and the Easement Agreement.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 
Public Comments  
 
Dave Roseman, 4629 Ridge Road, stated that he had the highest admiration for 
Pete Lundborg and the work of the Oceana County Parks and Recreation 
Commission. 
 
Gay Lynne Liebertz, 5837 Longbridge Road, stated that cleanup of the Anderson 
property was going very well. 
 
Other Items from Members – None 
 
Adjournment – A motion was made by Siska and seconded by Ruggles             
to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 p.m.  The motion was unanimously approved by 
voice vote. 
 
Next Meeting – The next regular meeting of the Pentwater Township Board of 
Trustees will be on Wednesday, January 13, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________   _____________________ 
Dean Holub, Clerk      Date 
Pentwater Township 


