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PENTWATER TOWNSHIP BOARD 
PENTWATER COMMUNITY HALL 

327 S. HANCOCK STREET, PENTWATER, MI  49449 
 

Regular Meeting of Wednesday, October 14, 2020 
Via Zoom ID: 896 5051 5283: 735276 

 
 
 
 
DRAFT MINUTES 

Supervisor Spitler called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM  
 

Members Present via Zoom: Holub, Johnson, Siska, Spitler. 
 

Members Absent: Flynn. 
  

Staff Present via Zoom: McKinney, Deputy Supervisor, Keith Edwards, Zoning 
Administrator.  
 

Others Present Via Zoom: Siok, Recording Secretary.  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 

Spitler opened the Public Hearing at 6:01 PM. 
 

Ross Feltes, 4942 Madison, commented on property in Pentwater 
Township.  The original farmhouse did not have a driveway, just a gravel 
road.   62nd Avenue runs down the middle of the Arvai property and the 
Feltes parcel and questioned if it was a road.  
 

Glen Beavis said that he is support of the Arvai request for road abandonment. 
 

Frank Arvai said that Scott Timmer is an attorney retained by him and his wife.  
In a letter dated, October 14, 2020, Mr. Timmer said a title search confirms 
there were no recorded documents relating to 62nd Avenue which means no 
road was established through any easement grant.    There is a very substantial 
question as to whether a road even exists between Hammett and Madison 
Roads.  
 

Clerk Johnson said a letter was received from the Fekkens.  Supervisor Spitler 
read the letter aloud. 
 
Scott Timmer, Attorney related that the Arvais own two 11-acre parcels on the 
north side of Madison and filed a petition with the Oceana County Road 
Commission to have 62nd abandoned north of Madison.   The Road 
Commission asked the Township Board to weigh in as whether or not they 
support the abandonment.  The title search reflects that there is no easement 
or plat that creates 62nd Street and therefore 62nd Street was created by use 
which is allowed in the State of Michigan.  However, roads created by use 
require two things:  use by the public and maintenance and repair by the road 
commission.  Essentially the road is no more than a two track. The Arvais 
started with the assumption that it is a road and that is why they started with 
a request for road abandonment. The Fekkens have access to a paved street. 

PUBLIC HEARING to 
Receive Public Comments 
on Request to Abandon 
Unimproved Portion of 
62nd Avenue 
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The Road Commission has a potential for liability if they do not repair and 
maintain it.  
 

There being no further comments, Supervisor Spitler closed Public Hearing at 
6:30 p.m. and opened and Open the Regular Meeting. 
 

 

PUBLIC HEARING cont. 
to Receive Public 
Comments on Request to 
Abandon Unimproved 
Portion of 62nd Avenue 
 

Moved by Siska seconded by Holub to accept the Consent Agenda as follows:  

a. Meeting Minutes of September 9, 2020  

b. Correspondence 

c. YTD Budget Reports (04/01/2020 - 09/30/2020) 

d. Payment of Bills for the period September 10 – October 14, 2020 as 
follows: 

o Township - $36,615.86 
o Cemetery - $3,289.23 
o Fire - $51,968.79 

 

Roll call vote: Siska, yes; Holub, yes; Johnson, yes; Spitler, yes.  
Absent: Flynn. Motion carried. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Review & Action 
 

Moved by Johnson and seconded by Siska to approve the Meeting Agenda 
as presented.   Voice vote.  Motion carried 
    

MEETING AGENDA 
Review & Action 

Amy LaBarge, 605 E Sixth Street, commented about the “Swamp House” 
property listed on the agenda and if will be offered to the public for purchase. 
 

Chris Brown, Pentwater Village Manager, said that he sent email 
correspondence regarding the Village’s interest in that parcel as well.  It would 
be used to place snow when plowing Rush Street.  He suggested a possible 
exchange of parcels. 
 

Keith McAvoy reiterated Michelle Angell-Powell’s interest in the “Swamp 
House” property. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON 
AGEN ITEMS 

Ms. Schaub referred the handout regarding the Financial Statements for FY 
2020.   Page 2, Auditor’s report, highlighted the most important wording at the 
bottom - “Opinion: presented fairly” which is considered the highest level of 
assurance one can give.  She said in the net change, the negative number for 
the Library combined rolls to page 1 and does not include long term debt or 
capital assets. 
With respect to internal controls, page 1 identified material weaknesses and 
deficiencies to be significant.  She explained bank reconciliations were not 
signed/initialed by the person completing or reviewing them. 
Under compliance, there was noncompliance or negative or unfavorable 
budget variances that were noted.  She said if there are additional questions 

Presentation of Financial 
Statements for Fiscal Year 
Ending 03/31/2020 as 
Prepared by Roslund, 
Prestige & Company 
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feel free to give the office a call to discuss. 
 

Moved by Siska and seconded by Holub to accept Financial Statements for 
Fiscal Year Ending 03/31/2020 as Prepared by Roslund, Prestige & Company. 
 

Roll call vote: Siska, yes; Holub, yes; Johnson, yes; Spitler, yes.  
Absent: Flynn. Motion carried. 
 

Spitler reported on the following: 

• 500 Hancock:  Mr. Shotwell is working on the network; painters 
finished celling; trim will start; waiting on dates to move in; 
documentation from AMOR signs; flooring will begin after wall 
painting. 

• Attended Road Commission meeting regarding projects on Lansing 
and Lake Breeze Road.  
 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnson stated that Pentwater had 1545 registered voters in August and now 
have 1620; 820 AV ballots were mailed which is 51% of the total registered 
voters.   She was notified by the County Clerk that a Lawyers’ Committee for 
Civil Rights will be appointing challengers and poll watchers for the November 
3rd election.  
As Lisa McKinney is on the ballot, she cannot serve as an election inspector.   
Chris Karapatian will serve in her stead. 
The Deputy Clerk will be out of the country from November 6 – 22; thus, she 
may need extra help in the office. 
The Township’s property/liability insurance typically renews December 1.  
There will be two quotes to review at the November Board meeting. 
 

CLERK’S REPORT 
a. Election Information 
b. Property / Liability 
Insurance 
 

Siska said summer tax collections are winding down.  Delinquent notice 
reminders have been sent out. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Library Board monthly meeting minutes and financial reports were received 
and placed on file. 
 

LIBRARY BOARD PACKET 
 

Fire Department reports of October 7 and September 2 were received and 
placed on file. 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
AGENDA/MINUTES 

Recreation Report was received and placed on file. 
 

RECREATION REPORT 

The Zoning Administrator’s Report was received and placed on file.  
Assessor’s Report was received and placed on file.  
Cemetery Sexton Report was received and placed on file. 
No Transfer Station Report. 

 

STAFF REPORTS –  
Zoning Administrator, 
Assessor, Cemetery 
Sexton, Transfer Station  

 

Discussion ensued on the Arvais’ request to abandon Road 62.  Mr. Spitler and 
Mr. Holub expressed concerns about access to one’s property.  Johnson said 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Review & Action 
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that it appears that neither the Fekkens nor the Arvais want the “road” to be 
public.  If so, why not abandon it? 
 
Keith Edwards said that he found information from 1995 from the road 
commission wherein they did treat it as a seasonal road.  However, to Mr. 
Timmer’s point, the deed only shows on the Arvai property as it being part of 
the deed, going north and south and a road going east and west.  There is 
nothing on the legal description on the Fekken’s property. 
 
From a community planning standpoint, in an emergency, this is the only way 
to access those that live in Madison Ridge and east of Monroe road.  If another 
storm knocked trees down, we may not be able to access anyone. He said for 
emergency access, it seems prudent, to keep it if possible.  He said the Board is   
making a recommendation but it is the Road Commission that is burdened with 
the decision. 
 
Spitler said there are only three positions they could take: support, non-
support or take no position. The two parties do not want public use of the 
road.    
 
Moved by Johnson and seconded by Siska to support the request by Arvai for 
road abandonment if we have an easement for emergency vehicles. 
Holub said he thinks it will set a precedent.  If abandoned, we will not get it 
back. Edwards said from the title search there was no instrument for that 
property to be deeded as public property and the completion of the 
expressway cut things off.  
Roll call vote: Johnson, yes; Siska, yes; Holub, no; Spitler, yes; Flynn, absent. 
Motion carried.  
 
Spitler said a letter will be sent to the Road Commission of the Board decision. 
 

a. Review & Action Request 
from Nancy and Frank 
Arvai for Abandonment of 
Road 62  
 
 
 

 

Spitler said that we now have three interested parties in the Swamp House 
property and suggested that the township attorney prepare a bid request to 
have a public bid. 
 

Moved by Spitler and seconded by Siska to sell the Swamp House property; 
Parcel: 64-044-560-082-30 and utilize an attorney to draw up a bid document. 
Holub asked if the parcel touched Rush Street. Edwards replied no, but the 
property to the north was recently purchased by Michelle Angell-Powell.  There 
is no frontage onto Rush Street but that does not mean that something could 
not be worked out.  
 

Roll call vote: Spitler, yes; Siska, yes; Holub, yes; Johnson, yes; Flynn, absent.  
Motion carried. 

 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
b. Review & Action 
Request from Mary Jo 
Todd to Purchase Parcel 
64-044-560-082-30 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
b. Review & Action 
Request from Mary Jo 
Todd to Purchase Parcel 
64-044-560-082-30 
continued 
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Spitler said the Village Council met on Monday and established the following 
dates: 
- Bid requests until January 14. 
- Bids will be open on January 15 at noon. 
- Minimum bid is $1.00. 
- Bidders can request documents after we get documents from the lawyers. 
- Info will be available through Village Manager and/or Township Supervisor. 
Spitler said the process has already been approved. 
Holub reiterated his concern about flipping the property with a time provision  
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
c. Review & Action 
Disposition of 
Township/Village Hall 
 
 

Kate Anderson, Parks and Recreation Director, stated the Village approved the 
purchase of play and fitness equipment.  She submitted funding requests to 
the Oceana County Community Foundation, Pentwater Service Club, Pentwater 
Junior Women’s Club, Pentwater Women’s Club and other businesses and 
individuals.  She requested $20,000 from the Township for Phase 1.  She said 
the Village is giving $40,000 but covering the entire purchase as a loan.   
 

Holub asked about the need for a third playground in the village. 
 

Anderson responded there are no handicap accessible equipment nor full adult 
work out systems at the other parks.   
 

Spitler said we need to communicate and talk about this in the future but 
voiced concerns about spending money on playground equipment at this point 
due to the new building.  
 
Johnson agreed that we need to see how funding is for the new building.  We 
have talked about supporting the park and she would like us to do so . . . once 
the costs of the new building are determined.  Holub said that he would like to 
see funding requests come in during the planning of the annual budget versus 
mid-year. Spitler reiterated that at this time the Township is not able to 
commit funds. 
 

NEW BUSINESS  
a. Review & Action 
Request from the 
Village of Pentwater for 
$20,000 Donation for 
Park Equipment and 
Installation 
 
 

Johnson explained the cost proposal from Ryan’s Lawn Care for the Cemetery. 
 

Moved by Siska and seconded by Holub to approve Two-Year Proposal from 
Ryan’s Lawn Care for the cemetery spring and fall clean-up and disposal as 
follows: Spring Cleanup and Disposal $2,500 per year; Fall Cleanup and 
Disposal $3,500 per year. 

Roll call vote: Siska, yes; Holub, yes; Johnson, yes; Spitler, yes; and Flynn, 
absent.  Motion carried. 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS  
b. Review & Action 
Two-Year Proposal from 
Ryan’s Lawn Care for 
Spring and Fall Clean-Up 
and Disposal  
 

Spitler said that the proposal needs to be modified to add 3 additional tables 
for the conference room in the lower level.   $20,032 for Trendway Furniture; 
$4,560 for tear down, delivery and reinstallation of Trendway furniture; $3,166 

NEW BUSINESS  
c. Review & Action 
Proposal from Great 
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for MyLite Chairs/Folding Cart to include installation and shipping.  
 

Moved by Spitler and seconded by Johnson to pay $27,758.00 to Great 
Lakes Furniture Supply, Inc. for the purchase of new furniture as well as 
moving existing furniture to 500 N Hancock.  
Roll call vote: Spitler, yes; Johnson, yes; Siska, yes; Holub, yes; Flynn, absent.  
Motion carried.  
 

Lakes Furniture Supply, 
Inc. for Conference 
Room Furniture 
 

Moved by Johnson and seconded by Siska to Change Date of November 
Township Board Meeting from Wednesday, November 11 to Wednesday, 
November 18 Due to Veterans Day.  Voice Vote. Motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS  
d. Review & Action 
Request to Change Date of 
November Meeting 

Moved by Johnson and seconded by Holub to Close the Township Offices on 
Tuesday, November 3 Due to Election Day.  Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS  
e. Review & Action 
Close Township Offices on 
Election Day. 
 

Amy LaBarge thanked the Recreation Director for her presentation.  It sounds 
like she is asking for 2.5% of the Township reserves and seems that it would be 
an asset to the community. 
 
Claudia Ressel-Hodan wanted to clarify the Village’s buy-in on the north end 
park loan was not a commitment at this time.  They are also talking about a bid 
on a piece of property.  It was the consensus that we do not have the money 
currently until the property bid is out, and the money comes in.  
 

Tim Cole, 7098 Crescent Drive, asked that broadband be put on the Township’s 
radar.  There continues to be problems with broadband, dropped lines and tv 
service.  Several residents and the Village are trying to find a solution and will 
be looking for some type of contribution from the Township in the future. 
 
Paula DeGregorio said that one of the candidates seeking the office of 
Supervisor already has a fulltime job.  She asked how many hours a week the 
Supervisor needs to be in the office.     Mr. Spitler responded that the 
Supervisor is always on call.  Ms. Johnson added that the statute does not 
speak to hours; rather, it spells out the duties of the various elected officials. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 

Johnson commented that the Township Board needs to prioritize its needs.  
We have roads that require attention and broadband is an issue.  Another 
playground is nice but may be lower on our radar when we are budgeting 
funds.  Projects must be prioritized.  
 

OTHER ITEMS from 
BOARD MEMBERS 

Moved by Holub and seconded by Spitler to adjourn meeting at 7:13 PM.   
Motion carried by unanimous consent. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Minutes Transcribed by 
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___________________________________             ___________   
Sue Ann Johnson, Township Clerk                                   Date 

Barbara Siok, Recording 
Secretary 

 


