
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Pentwater Township Board 
 

Regular Meeting of September 9, 2015 
 

Members Present:  Siska, Smith, Holub, Flynn 
 
Members Absent:  Ruggles 
 
Others Present:  Paula DeGregorio, Greg Lankfer, Keith Edwards-ZA, Judith 
DeMichele, Carolyn Augustine, Gary Nicholson, Rebecca Nicholson, Paula Ellis, 
Gay Lynne Libbertz, Vicki Johnson-Assessor, Duane Hamburger, Juanita Lamb, 
Ron & Jan Gooding, Dave Spitler, Dean Gustafson, Rob Jeffries, Joan Montella, 
Lloyd Anderson and several other individuals 
 
Call to Order:  Supervisor Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and 
led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Review & Action:  Meeting Agenda – The agenda was approved by 
unanimous consent. 
  
Review & Action:  Minutes of Regular Meeting of August 12, 2015 – The 
Minutes of the Meeting of August 12, 2015 were approved as submitted by 
unanimous consent. 
 
Supervisor’s Report –  
 
Review and Action:  Bidding Process for Gilbert Anderson Properties – 
Supervisor Smith stated that he had been informed by Mr. David Jaunese, the 
Court appointed Executor of the Gilbert Anderson estate, that he has 
discontinued the auction procedure to dispose of the Gilbert Anderson properties.  
He said that Mr. Jaunese said that he will be listing the properties with a local 
real estate company instead.  Supervisor Smith stated that in light of the change 
in acquisition process he felt it imperative that the Board rescind its previous 
action.  Supervisor Smith then made a motion, seconded by Siska to rescind 
previous action by the Board at its July 27, 2015 special meeting which 
authorized the Township Board to bid up to $80,000 to purchase the Anderson 
properties during the auction process and further, that when the subject 
properties are listed on the Mason-Oceana-Manistee multiple listing service and 
the listing price is known, the proposed acquisition of the Anderson properties 
will be reconsidered for review and action by the Pentwater Township Board.   



 

During discussion, Mr. Flynn stated that he was never happy with the bidding 
process, while he felt that Mr. Jaunese was attempting to maximize the selling 
price.  He said that he has changed his opinion regarding the Township’s interest 
in acquiring the property.  The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
Presentation:  Re:  Gilbert Anderson Properties 
 
Carolyn Augustine, 5832 Longbridge Road, addressed the Board and stated that 
she had several concerns regarding the Township’s interest in acquiring the 
Anderson properties.  She stated that she felt it was a violation of the zoning 
ordinance provisions regarding the parking of recreational vehicles on vacant 
property.  She expressed concern over the maintenance and oversight of the 
property if it was developed into a parking lot as well as traffic congestion 
entering and exiting the property.  She stated that the Township should provide 
new services if it has excess funds instead of acquiring the subject properties. 
 
Rebecca Nicholson, 5771 Wintergreen, inquired if there was a breakdown of 
costs for the proposed development of a parking lot.  She also was concerned 
about monitoring of the site as well as the type of fencing if the site was 
developed.  She stated that the existing housing provided some buffer between 
her home and Longbridge Road. 
 
Greg Lankfer, 5824 Longbridge Road, submitted an aerial picture of the existing 
boat launch site and stated that with some improvements, the site could be 
better utilized and parking more defined. He also distributed copies of an 
appraisal of the Anderson properties for Board members. 
 
Joan Montella, 5786 Longbridge Road, stated that she is opposed to the 
Township’s interest in acquiring the Anderson properties and developing it into a 
parking lot. 
 
Ron Gooding, 5329 Lakeview Drive, stated that the current boat launch should 
be a “launch” site only with no parking. 
 
Following the comments, Mr. Smith read a communication from Jill Kooiman 
expressing her concern and opposition to the Township’s interest in acquiring the 
Anderson properties. 
 
Clerk’s Report – The Clerk stated that the open house at the Cemetery was a 
success and that over two hundred individuals attended.  He said that the 
addition of the period actors representing certain individuals that were interred in 
the Cemetery was very well received. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – The Treasurer’s report was received and filed.   



 

 
Staff Reports 
 

a. Zoning Administrator – Zoning Administrator Edwards presented his 
report.   

      
     b.  Assessor’s Report – Assessor Vicki Johnson presented her report. 
 

c.  Cemetery Sexton – No Report 
 

d. Transfer Site Attendant – The Transfer Site Attendant’s report was 
received and filed.  

 
Committee/Department Reports 
 

a. Planning Commission – Chairman Hamburger stated that Mr. Edwards’ 
report had previously covered the Planning Commission’s activities. 

b. Cemetery Advisory Committee – Mr. Holub reported that the 
Cemetery Advisory Committee had met the previous day to review and 
recommend award of a bid for landscape improvements to the Cemetery.  
He said that the Board would be considering the Committee’s 
recommendation under New Business. 

c. Fire Department – No Report 
     d.  Library – No Report 

e.  Pentwater Lake Improvement Board – No Report 
f.   Road Committee – Mr. Flynn stated that the Road Committee had      

met on August 20th.  He said that the Board would be considering a 
recommendation from the Committee regarding road improvements for 
2016 under New Business. 

 
Review & Action:  Invoices 
 

a. Township - A motion was made by Siska and seconded by Flynn                      
that the Township bills in the amount of $6,500.97 be approved as 
submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

b. Cemetery – A motion was made by Flynn and seconded by Smith         
that the Cemetery bills in the amount of $2,284.55 be approved as 
submitted.   The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote.   

c. Fire Department – A motion was made by Flynn and seconded 
by Holub that Fire Department bills in the amount of $4,045.97              
be approved as submitted.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll 
call vote. 

 
Old Business - None 



 

 
New Business – 
 
Review and Action:  Contract with Summit Township for Recycling 
Services for 2015-2016 – Mr. Smith referred members to a proposed contract 
with Summit Township for recycling services for the coming year beginning on 
November 1, 2015 and ending on March 31, 2016.  He said that the contract is 
essentially a renewal of last years’ agreement while the payment amount of $400 
is also the same. He said that over 50 Pentwater Township residents took 
advantage of the recycling opportunity last year.  Mr. Smith stated that the 
contract will be forwarded to Summit Township for action at its meeting in 
October.  A motion was made by Smith and seconded by Siska to approve a 
contract with Summit Township in the amount of $400 for recycling services for 
2015-16.  The motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 
Review and Action:  Award of Bid(s) for Landscape Services at the 
Pentwater Township Cemetery – Mr. Holub referred members to two bids 
received for landscape services at the Cemetery.  He stated that the Board had 
previously approved the issuance of a request for bids (RFB) at its meeting in 
August for the development of two projects including the development of a 
scatter garden and the installation of a hard surface walkway between the road 
and columbariums.   
 
He said that Sunshine’s Outdoor Services, LLC submitted a bid on both projects 
while Holiday Builders, Inc. only submitted a bid on the walkway project.  He 
stated that the Cemetery Advisory Committee had reviewed the bids the previous 
day and recommended that the Township accept the bids from Sunshine’s 
Outdoor Services LLC for both projects.  Mr. Holub stated that representatives 
from Sunshine’s Outdoor Services did attend the pre-bid meeting and that their 
bid was more responsive to the RFB.  He did note that their bid for the walkway 
project however was $2,000 higher than that of Holiday Builders, Inc. 
 
Following general discussion, a motion was made by Holub and seconded by    
Siska to accept the bids from Sunshine’s Outdoor Services, LLC in the amount of 
$18,500 for development of a scatter garden and $3,900 for the installation of a 
stamped concrete walkway between the road and the columbariums.  The 
motion was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 
Review and Discussion:  Request for Consideration of Funds for 
Development of a Sand Capture Fence at the Pentwater Channel – 
Supervisor Smith introduced Mr. Dave Roseman who had requested time on the 
agenda to present a request for possible funding from the Township for the 
development of a sand capture fence along the west end of the Pentwater 
Channel near Mears State Park.  Mr. Roseman presented an overview of the 



 

history of dredging the channel.  He stated that it appears that there is sand that 
is entering the walled portion of the channel blowing in from the state park 
beach.  He said that an engineering report is nearing completion and that it is 
currently estimated that the installation of a sand capture fence would cost some 
$35,000-$40,000.  He stated that he is aware that the Township cannot 
contribute to actual dredging of the channel, but hoped that the Township could 
help offset the cost of the fencing.  Mr. Smith stated that the Board would 
consider funding of the sand fence at a subsequent meeting and that he would 
contact the Township’s attorney for an opinion regarding use of Township funds 
for such purpose. 
 
Review and Action:  Report and Recommendation from the Township 
Road Committee Re: Priorities for Township Roadway Improvements 
for 2016 – Mr. Flynn referred members to minutes of the last Township Road 
Committee meeting.  He said that the Township had received a request from the 
Oceana County Road Commission regarding the Township’s priorities for road 
improvements for 2016.  He stated that the request was forwarded to the Road 
Committee for review and recommendation.  Mr. Flynn said after reviewing its 
previous priorities for road improvements, the Committee recommended the 
following road improvement projects for consideration and adoption by the 
Township Board for 2016: 
 

• Lakeview Drive  

• Engineering/Surveying evaluation of 56th Avenue  
 
There was general discussion regarding the proposed projects.  Members noted 
that both projects were previously identified in the 2015-2020 Township Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP).  A motion was made by Holub and seconded by                     
Flynn to approve the improvement of Lakeview Drive and an 
engineering/surveying evaluation of 56th Avenue as Township road improvement 
projects for 2016 and to submit the same to the Oceana County Road 
Commission.  The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
 
Public Comments –  
 
Don McGahan, 5339 Lakeview Drive, addressed the Board regarding the status 
of the engineering report for Lakeview Drive. 
 
Ron Gooding, 5329 Lakeview Drive, suggested that several of the property 
owners at the western-most end of Lakeview Drive should have a separate 
meeting with the Township and/or Oceana County Road Commission regarding 
the situation of Lakeview Drive not being located within the right-of-way. 
 



 

 
 
Other Items from Members – None 
 
Adjournment – A motion was made by Siska and seconded by Flynn to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:17 p.m.  The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
Next Meeting – The next regular meeting of the Pentwater Township Board of 
Trustees will be on Wednesday, October 14, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________   _____________________ 
Dean Holub, Clerk      Date 
Pentwater Township 
 
 
 
 
 


